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to

papa
grandmamma
¢ sent a piece
of folly—
"Twaslongago,when
he was “Jack,”
And she, of course,
was “Dolly.”
Saint Valentine in-
spired the
rhyme
He put within the
letter,
And even helped him choose t
Two hearts bound with a fetter.
“The rose is red, the violet's
Bugar is sweet, and so are you.”
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Axd Jack's papa sent to mamma,
When he was just eleven,

The csame rhyme for a valentine,
She being d seven.

The envelope was tinted pink,
And up within one corner,

With bow and arrows, wings and al,
Sat Capid, little scorner.

*The rose is red, the violet's blue,

Sugar is sweet, and so are you.”

and
And Master Jack shot o
As swift
But not before I ca
Of something ir
It was a letter—1
And I knew in
The next d
And so,
“*The ros:
Sugar is sweet

—Eleanor A.

-

ut last night

as 3

¢ violet’s blue,
= you.™
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SPINSTER'S
ALENTINE.

P ITTLE Joey Joyee |

came hurrying

he gravel

apc lead-

ing from the gate
to Miss Dryaen's frent door. Miss Het-|

ty had seen him come in at the gate
and she had opencd the door before he
Bad reached it

“Well, my faithful little mail car-

' from the envelope was not made of

| fall to her lap.

— —
a spinster, living alonme in her little
white and green house at the end of
the long village street. Had she been
given to such wulgar boasting she
could have told her friends that she
had had “plenty ot chances.” Indeed, it
would have taken all of the fingers and
even the thumb of her plump right
hand for Hetty Dryden to have “count-
ed up” the offers she had had right
there in Hebron during the past 20
vears. More than one elderly widower
had gone disconsolately from her gate
during even the last five years, cha-
grined and rebellious because Miss Het-
ty firmly, but kindly, declined to
change her naime.

The last rejected suitor had been
Hiram Dyer, a widower of but eight
months and the possessor of eight “aw-
ful” children who had undoubtedly
been largely instrumental in worrying
and wearying their poor mother into
her grave.

_“Mebbe this is from Hiram Dyer,”
Hetty Dryden said, as she snipped off
the end of the envelope containing the
valentine. “He said I'd hear from him
again. If I felt sure it came from him,
I'd send it back. I don’t want him nor
his valentine, either.”

The valentine that Miss Hetty drew

paper lace and tinsel and embossed
doves and flowers. It was instead a
squarly-folded sheet of blue lined note
paper, on which was written in an evi-
dently disguised hand:

““This night at eight,

For to know his fate,

Your valentine will wait

At your front gate.

If from your ¢ast window

A light doth shine,

He will enter in °

To claim his valentine,

If all is dark

He will go away,

Leaving forever unsaid

What he wants to say.

O, be not cruel nor unkind,

But let a light shine

For your valentine.”

The flush in Hetty Dryden’s cheeks

deepened as she let the bit of paper

“Such nonsense! TI'd probably never
hear the end of it if I was goose enough
to really set a light in my east win-

dow. But I'm not going to. Seems to
me I've seen writing like that be-
fore.”

She held the sheet of paper out and
looked at it quizzically, with her head
twisted a little on one side.

“It doesn’t seem possible that any
man in his right mind would do any-
thing so silly as to jpake up a jingle like
that and send it to & woman, even if

balf tlat time, bt th
eyes rested on it she said
tion: 2 G

“It is the same. 450

Taking the book over to her w&ﬁ
table and sitting down aguin, she laid
the sheet of note paper dpwn by the
fly leaf on which the inseription was
written. . >

“Yes, sir; Jared Lawson,” she said,
“you wrote them both. The capital let~
ters are just alike in both of them, al-
though you have tried to disguise your
writing in your precious jingling po-
etry. I've found you out, you great
goose, you!”

But there was a smile on her face
and a kindly light in her eyes as she
spoke the unfiattering words.

Jared Lawson was proprietor of the
only news or periodical stand in the
town. He was a short, slightly portly
man, rather bald, with a smooth, plump
and kindly face. His blue eyes betok-
ened honesty and sincerity, and he had
almost womanly gentleness of spirit
and manner. His 45 years had been full
of deeds of kindness and the old ladfes
of Hebron were never tired of telling
of how “awfully good” he had always
been to his mother, who had been a
“eeble, fretful, exacting and complain-
ng old body for years before her déath.

It was held to be true that Jared had
not married because he *couldn’t leave
mother,” and because he very well
knew that no woman could live hap-
pily with her.

The old lady had now been dead six
months and Jared was living alone in
the four rooms his mother and he had
for years occupied above his store. It
was a lonely and unsatisfactory life for
a man of Jared’s home-loving and
strongly domestic instinets to lead.

“Poor Jared!” said Miss Hetty, as
she read the jingling rhyme for the
fourth time. ‘“He must be dreadful
lonesome since his mother died. He’s
a good man, Jared is. Any man who
will be as good as he was to that fretful.
trying old mother of his for 25 years
is a mighty good man. I was there a
lot during the old lady’s last illness and
it was wonderful how gentle and pa-
tient he was. And so he wants me for
his valentine, does he? He certainly
would be more comfortable here than
in those four little rooms he's beer
batching in over his store. And I—
well, I'll own up that I feel kind o’
lonely myself sometimes, and I—I—
always liked Jared.”

She sat for a long time with her
hands crossed in her lap and a sweetly
serious, almost wistful expressicn or
her face. "

At five minutes before eight a short,
rather stout man was standing at Miss
Hetty's gate looking toward the win-
dow in her east room. There was no
light in the window.

“I'm an old fool to think a woman
like her would set a light in her win-
dow for any man, as a hint for him to
come in and propose to her,” said the
man to himself. *“I wish I'd signed my
name to my fool rhyme, or that I fiad
the courage to go in. If there isn
light in that window by eight o'clock
I'll go in and own up that I sent her
that valentine. A man that hasn’t the
courage to ask a woman to marry him,
don’t deserve her and—glory halleloo-
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“I'VE SEEN THAT WRITING BEFCRE.”

wier,” she said, “you have a letter for
me, haven't you?”

Joey's smile developed into an actual
grin; as he said:

“No'm, it ain’t no letter. It's some-
tling better than a letter.”

He had been tugging away at his
reefer with his mittened hands as he
spoke, and he now brought out 2 large,
8Ly ~are, e¢laborately embx ssed Q'IL\'\‘:()pL‘,
addrossed in an apparently disguised

band to Miss H

“There!™ said

tty Dryden.

Joey, triumphantly, as

be held out the envelope; “who do you
reckon sent it?"

“Some one with little to do,” said
Miss" Hetry, rather severely. She was

acrid or severe in her
felt rather annoyed as
in her haad.

far from being
speech, but she
she locked at 1}

issive

Some one, she tl , was taking lib-
erties with her, or, perhaps, hoiding
Ber up to ridicule, and, kind and gentle
2% she was, she had spirit enough to

=esent either offense.

*“Why don’t you open it?” asked Joey.

*Oh, I will presentiy,” she said.

Bhe got Joey a seed cake and he went
on his way, disappointed and a little re-
bellious because Miss Hetty had mot
opened the envelope containing the val-
entine in his presence.

Hetty sat down by her work tableand
took a pair of small, shining scissors
from her workbasket. The frown had
come back to her face, which still had
a youthful look., although she would
be 39 ber pext birthday. There were
but few strands of gray in the shining
brown bair Iyviog in natural waves over
her white temples. She had not yei
“eome 10 glasses,” and the little excite-
ment’ of receiving the valentine had

filled her brown eyes with a sparkle

_gnd brightness and brought a flush
40 her cheeks that made Miss Hetty
@ very pretty woman at that moment.
decd there were those in the v
rho declared thzt Hetty Dryden was
- & “mighty gosd-lockin’ woman” at any
time It was boe choice '

1. :
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| Hetty had : ‘not
I T R

ne meant it.
write that?”

When a woman’s curicsity is fully
aroused, nothing but the facts in the
case will satisfy her, and Miss Hetty
was annoyed to find herself growing
more and more curious regarding the
identity of the sender of the valen-
tine.

*“It’d be serving him right if T set a
light ir my window to lure him on,
and then dash a dipper of cold water
over him when he came to the door,”
she said, with unwonted severity. *I
just ought to—now that writing does
look kind o' familiar, even if it is wrote
back-handed with a view to conceal-
ing it.”

She had slipped the sheet of paper
into a drawer of her work-table, and
now she tock it out and looked at it
again.

“I've seen that writing before,” she
said positively. “Now I'm just going to
set here an’ look at it until I've stud-
ied it out where I've seen it.”

She put aside her sewirg and sat
very still gazing at the sheuvt of paper
spread out in her lap. Harving once
formed a resolution, Hetty Dryden
clung to it tenaciously, even though it
was of trifling importance. For fully
ten minutes she sat looking at the writ-
ing in different lights. Then a sug-
gestion of a smile came into her face,
and her eyves twinkied merrily. She
laid the letter on her table and walked
across the exquisitely neat little room
to an old-fashioned mahogany book-
case. Opening the glass door of the
book-case, Miss Hetty stepped upon a
hassock and tock down a small vol-
{ ume of Byron’s poems bound in green
and gold. Opening the book, she read
on the yellow-tinted fly-leaf:

“To Miss Hetty Dryden, with many
good wishes for a merry Christmas and
a happy New Year, from her friend

and well wisher, Jared H. Lawson.”

Ko st

1 a

I just wonder who did

' o

"?ing across the snow from the window

| yer!”
{ A bright ray of light came stream-

| of the east room. Jared Lawson tugged
at the gate, which did not open readily,
and finally he climbed over the low
fence and ran toward the door calling
out like a happy child.

“Hetty! Hetty! O, Hetty!”

The door opened before he reached
it and Hetty stood there in the light in
a cherry colored gown and snowy white
apron, a smile on her face and her eyes
shining.

Jared’s voice trembled and there was
a suggestion of fear in it as he said:

“0, Hetty, it is I—Jared Lawson.,”

“I know it, Jared,” said Hetty, laugh-
ingly.

“And you put that light in the win-
dow for me, Hetty?”

“For you, Jared.”

“0, Hetty! God bless you, my—my
—dear!”

He reached out his hand to clasp her
own and to hold it to his lips.- Then
they went into the house together with
the light of new-born love radiating
from their hearts and faces.—Morris
Wade, in Detroit Free Press.

VICTIM OF THE VALENTINE,

He sent his love a valentine,
And he sent one to the cook;
Somechow, he Taixed the envelopes—
You can see it in his look.

His love received the comic thing
The cook was to have had:

A dream of bliss is ended, but
The cook is not so sad.

~Chicago Daily News.
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bimworthdv.v_o;k. We are glvinr

away Watches, Bicycles, Sewing Ma-
chines, Guns, &c., &c., to introduce oar
paper, PASTIVE, a high class illustrated
family paper of from 16 to 32 large pages:
84 to 129 columne of Choice Good Stories,
Literature, Art, Humor, Lettters of
Travel in Foreign Lands, &c¢, &c. And
al: vou have to do to zet $42 worth of
presents is to get 20 snbscribers at 10c
each. Send 10c in stamps for full par-
ticulare, long list of preeents and our
paper, PASTIME, for 6 months. Address
THE PASTIME CO., Louisville, Ky.

aug-30-ly

The Bourbon Steam Laundry,
having secured office room at
Parker & James,” corner Fourth
and Main, will locate their main
office at that place. ’Phone No.
4. All calls or bundles entrusted
to them will receive prompt at-
tention.

Frankfort & Gincinnati Ry,
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The New Werner

An$8.00 Dictionary for $2.00

Aalmost a Daily—At the Price of
a Weekly.

The most widely circulated ‘““week-
ly” pewspaper in America is th:
Thrice-a- Week edition of The New York
World, and with the Presidential cam-
paign now at band yon cazn-uot do
withont it. Here arescme of thereazons
why it is easily the leader in dellar a
year journalism.

It is issued every other day, and is to
all purposes a daily.

Every week each subscriber receives
18 pages and often during the *“‘busy”
season 24 pages each week,

The price is only $1 00 per year.

It is virtualy a daily at the price of a
swweekiv,

Its news covers every known part of
the world. No weekly newspaper
could stand a lore and fnropish suchb
service,

The Thrice-a-Week lWorld has at its
disposal all ~f the resources of the
greatest neWwspaper in  existence—the
wonder of modern journalism—**Amer-
ica's Greatest Newspaper,” as it has
been justly termmed—The New York
World.

Its political news is absolutely im-
partial. Tnis fact will be of especial
value in the Presidential campaign com-
ing on,

The best of current fiction is found in
its eslamns.

These are only srome of the reasops:
tll:fre are others. Read it and see them
all.

We offer this nnequaled paper and
THE BousBoN NEWS together one year
for $2.50.

The regular subscription price of the
two papers is $3.
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erature, Industry and Commerce, Money and
Finance, Plain Law for Plain Pzople, The
World end Its Ways, etc., ete. The grandest
bock ever offered for the money. It answers
thousands of questions, the solution of which
is a matler of daily nced o business men.
The hook contains 500 e, Size 914 by 6
inches. Sent upon receipt of 75 cents and
20 cents to pay postage. If it is not exactly
es represented and a wonderful barzain, return
;v. to';m and we will refund your money. Send
or iflustrated catalogue quotirg special prices
on booka, Address A
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